
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Friday 26th September 2008 

 

LASER SB3 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS – DAY FIVE - FINAL REPORT 

 

Geoff Carveth and his Hayling Island crew have been crowned champions at the inaugural Laser 

SB3 World Championships in Dun Laoghaire after a high-pressure finish in Dublin Bay. 

After an early dogfight with his closest rivals in the final race, Carveth pulled off a stunning 

comeback from the bottom half of the fleet to finish second and take the world title. 

As far as World Championships go, it was a stunning debut for the Laser SB3 class, a week of 

blissful weather finishing in a nail-biting climax during the final race. 

First race of the day went to an Irish skipper, Peter O’Leary, who would finish top Irish boat in 

eighth overall. 

Then, as the thirteenth race of the series loomed, the overnight leader, Craig Burlton, saw his 

luck turn when a disastrous 58th place put him twelve points adrift of the lead and out of the 

reckoning heading into the final two races.  

As the countdown began, the top three were gunning for each other and ended up way down 

the pecking order after hawkish pre-start combat. 

Carveth, who led by two points going into the last race, describes how the final race played out: 

“David Hudson was in the picture and Dave Lenz put a first in during the morning race which 

then meant he became very strong, and he became the main issue. He was definitely the man 

we had to worry about.” 

“We all had a pretty bad start, then we did a 360-degree penalty, and of course that put us that 

bit further behind.  

“We got to the top mark in the thirties, pretty deep, but David wasn’t that far ahead of us and 

then Dave Lenz was behind us.  

“That first downwind leg, we were the first boat to go high and hot, and we went from 30th to 

sixth on that downwind leg, and that was it then, we knew we were safe, as safe could be, as 

long as we didn’t make silly mistakes.” 



 

 

 

Carveth, finishing second, put more distance between himself and Lenz, who finished 28th, and 

with Dave Hudson six back in eighth place, the title looked to be theirs. 

However, with several boats being caught for false starts during the week, the champagne was 

put on ice on Carveth’s boat and celebrations were muted. 

“Although we were aware that we could win, there was also another eight people that could win 

this morning,” said Carveth, which meant that calculating the points made for mixed emotions. 

“Absolute relief, and joy, but as soon as we crossed the line it wasn’t like ‘Woo hoo!’, it was 

more ‘Let’s just think about this’, what if we were black flagged, what if, what if?” 

By the time Carveth came on shore, however, his name was already being etched on the trophy. 

“We’re absolutely over the moon about it,” said Carveth, paying tribute to his crew, who all fly 

off with him to another event which starts in England on Saturday morning. 

“It’s really been a massive team effort. Roger Gilbert, who’s been pointing us around the course, 

is something else to sail with. I have to give him and the girls a lot of the credit.”  

Silver fleet glory goes to Ireland, with John Driscoll’s crew taking the overall win. 

And as celebrations kick off, the National Yacht Club can put a feather in its cap for having 

hosted the most smoothly-run event in the country this year.  

 

Full results at www.sb3worlds2008.com  

Images provided for media use, please credit all images to Gareth Craig, www.fotosail.com  

Further images, footage and chat at: 

www.offshorerules.com 

www.afloat.ie 

www.fotosail.com/08sb3worlds  

www.oceanimages.co.uk  

Ends 
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For further information please contact: 

Katie Ashworth,  

Executive Secretary, Laser SB3 World Council 

Mobile: +44 (0)7919 915641 

E-mail: katiesb3@hotmail.co.uk 
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