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Vive la France at SB20 World sailing! 
 

 

Young French skipper Achille Nebout, sailing Le Reservoir/Mazet & Associes, today 
brilliantly won the 2018 World championship for the SB20 one-design sports boat class 
on Hobart’s River Derwent. 

With his equally young crew of Gabriel Skoczek, Pauline Mazzocchi and Bruno Mourniac , 
they finished the 12-race series with a first and a second on a sparkling Derwent and hot 
summer’s day. 



  

 

Another young French crew, headed by 
sailor Robin Follin, the 2015 World 
champion finished second overall.  

 

 

 

 

Third place went to the British boat Marvel, skippered by Richard Powel who sailed with 
Tim Burnell and Ben Vines . 

Top Australian boat was the National champion Aeolus, skippered by Brett Cooper, also 
from Hobart, who finished a sixth overall.   

But it was a sad end to the worlds for fellow Tasmanian Michael Cooper with his boat 
Export Roo receiving a BFD (Flack Flag) disqualification for a starting line infringement in 
the last race.   



 

Export Roo had crossed the line in second 
place in race 12, just seconds astern of 
another French boat, EOLIFT Racing (Hugo 
Feydit). 

But it was not to be, with Export Roo 
relegated to seventh. Cooper lodged a claim 
for redress but the International Jury denied 
this, Export Roo with a last race BFD, 

 

 

While the international sailors from France and Britain dominated the top five overall 
placings, (three French, two Britain) six Australian boats finished in the top 11 placings. 

The first SB20 World championship in Hobart was conducted with the highest professional 
standards by the Royal Yacht of Tasmania and the Derwent Sailing Squadron as joint 
hosts and Nick Hutton, an international race officer, heading up a team of mostly volunteers 
from both clubs. 

Weatherwise, sailing conditions were excellent for the Pre-Worlds and the Worlds, with 
moderate to fresh breezes ranging from northwest to west and south, to east-north-east on 
the final day. 

The championships drew a fleet of 59 boats, 18 internationals from France, Ireland, Great 
Britain, Italy,  Singapore and New Caledonia. 

Great credit for getting the Worlds to Hobart and their organisation must go to the two yachts 
clubs and the Tasmanian and Australian SB20 class associations, headed by Steve 
Catchpool. 

Results: https://sailingresults.net/site/event/80176/overall_2.html?Tkn=154859  
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